Use of nursing diagnosis with population groups.
The authors report findings of a study done to examine the use of nursing diagnosis by community health nurses (n = 15) and students (n = 20) who worked with population groups. Results of the analysis of the open-ended questionnaires and student assignments indicate that many of the diagnoses, both wellness and deficit, could be classified in relation to the concepts present in published classification systems. Issues raised by the study about the use of nursing diagnosis with population groups include: incorporating wellness diagnoses in the NANDA Taxonomy, identifying when a group diagnosis is appropriate, determining whether to give priority to a behavioral or an environmental focus, and selecting the level of abstraction.